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MISSIONS 



The Promise of Religions Liberty 
in Palestine 

The standing Committee of Conference 
of Missionary Societies of Great Britain and 
Ireland, having addressed a memorandum to 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
relative to the interests of missionary soci- 
eties working in Syria and Palestine, has 
received in reply assurance that "Mr. Bal- 
four has every appreciation of the admirable 
cultural and philanthropic work which has 
been performed by these institutions in the 
past, and he would consider it a serious mis- 
fortune if their good work were in any way 
hampered or curtailed in the future." The 
communication from the Foreign Office also 
stated that Mr. Balfour is in complete 
sympathy with the points raised by the 
conference, which include full freedom for 
Christian propaganda in the Holy Land 
and liberty of conscience for all inhabit- 
ants. 

Where China Stands Today 

Sherwood Eddy has just made a tour of 
the twelve principal cities of China, and in 
the International Review of Missions he con- 
tributed an article which must arouse grave 
misgivings in the hearts of all those inter- 
ested in the future of that great republic and 
of the world in general. Visiting the East 
after having traversed the battlefields of 
Europe, he sees three centers of crisis in the 
world today: the nations at war, Russia and 
Siberia, and finally China, whose more re- 
cent developments have largely gone un- 
noticed because of distractions elsewhere. 

The writer speaks as a true friend of 
China, as an optimist, and as one not un- 
mindful of the glories of the past and of the 
inherent qualities of the Chinese race. And 
yet he has detected on his journey certain 



symptoms of failure which forebode ill for 
the future unless attention is given to them 
and an effective remedy applied. The whole 
country is still rent asunder by civil war, 
bandits rove at large, and life is in constant 
danger; in spite of reconstruction in the edu- 
cational policy the practical execution of this 
has been disappointing, and more than nine- 
tenths of the population can neither read nor 
write; political corruption is rife throughout 
the whole land. Thus the patriots are 
attempting the hopeless task of constructing 
a gigantic modern nation upon the bases of 
almost universal ignorance and of an un- 
stable moral and spiritual life. Worst of all, 
some of the leaders in high quarters are sell- 
ing out their native land to foreign emis- 
saries. 

Money will not save the nation, for even 
if foreign loans were negotiated at present 
much of the money would be stolen. An 
army cannot save China ; the provinces with 
most soldiers are the ones that are being 
devastated by undisciplined mobs in uni- 
form. Mere materialistic or scientific edu- 
cation will not suffice. Most of the men who 
are squeezing and robbing their country 
today are educated men who are operating 
through scientific experts and engineers 
trained abroad. Little hope can be placed 
in ancient and venerable religious systems 
which are vainly striving to rejuvenate. 

As Dr. Eddy sees it, China stands today 
between two hostile forces which are being 
brought to bear upon her in her hour of 
national humiliation. The one is the force 
of a godless and selfish materialism, which 
may seem to exploit her, to keep her divided 
and broken, to trade upon the perfidy of her 
rulers and seize control of her resources. 
The other is the force of organized Christian 
effort seeking to strengthen China where she 
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is weak, to raise a new and better leadership 
from within, and to hold her to work out her 
own salvation and utilize her vast resources 
for the enrichment of her toiling millions. 

If the first set of forces gains control, then 
the organization of more than five hundred 
millions of the yellow race on a basis of 
materialism and militarism will be a menace 
to the whole world. 

Awakening Among the Middle 
Glasses of India 

Mr. H. A. Popley, writing in the Inter- 
national Reveiw of Missions, gives a most 
illuminating account of the new interest in 
life recently manifesting itself in the ranks 
of the middle classes of South India, com- 
prising altogether about 69 per cent of the 
total population, and occupied mostly in 
the trades, agriculture, and industry. 
Hitherto conservatism and traditional 
formalism have marked their lives; it was 
useless to aspire to the position of a Brah- 
min; they were not subject to the indignities 
of the lower castes and outcasts. Every- 
thing which Providence sent, whether sun- 
shine or rain, was accepted with patient 
submissiveness though with an occasional 
grumble. But the twentieth century is 
making changes even here, and submissive- 
ness is giving place to criticism and to a 
political, social, and even religous ambition, 
which is new to the Indian mind. 

Non-Brahmin conferences are being held 
throughout the country, devoted to the 
consideration of questions of pressing inter- 
est to the middle classes. They are claim- 
ing a larger share in the political control of 
the land, contesting with the Brahmin 
caste their former monopoly of govern- 
mental favor. The whole national social 
structure of the caste system is coming 
in for serious inquiry and protest. The 
following quotations indicate the more 
recent attitude both to the higher and to 
the more inferior strata of society: "If you 
as a community will raise yourself and try 



your best to improve your position, and 
shake off this habit of social inferiority and 
think you are equal to the highest caste in 
the land, your position is assured." "The 
first duty we have to undertake is the 
prompt and effective removal of the dis- 
abilities imposed on the low castes, especially 
the depressed classes, in the name in many 
cases of religion." Against the spirit of the 
missionary propaganda it was protested: 
"Christians preach as if they alone pos- 
sessed tickets to heaven, and all others must 
bow down to them before they could obtain 
deliverance." 

This incipient democratic protest, com- 
ing from the very heart of India's masses 
is a challenge which should be responded 
to by all that is democratic in Christianity. 

Germany and Islam in East Africa 

In a paper upon German East Africa 
appearing in the Geographical Journal for 
March, the author, Mr. Owen Letcher, 
writes thus with reference to the relation of 
the German missionary societies and the 
German government: 

The main industrial influence in the great 
portion of the country has been that of the mis- 
sionaries. Missionary stations are plentiful, 
and around nearly every one of them a large 
area of ground has been intensively cultivated. 
Many of these stations are beautiful and show 
great diligence. Some of the gardens are lovely 
in the extreme. The buildings are invariably of 
brick 

The attitude of the Imperial Government 
toward religion in their East African possession 
has been somewhat perplexing in a nation pro- 
fessing Christianity. While Lutheran missions 
have received support from the Fatherland, 
proofs have been obtained of the desire of the 
German Government to foster Mohammedan- 
ism by every means in its power. Their reason 
for this seeming inconsistency was doubtless to 
imbue their black troops with the fanatical spirit 
of Islam, and to preach a Holy War when the 
occasion arose. I do not think it is generally 
known that at their fortified posts along the 



78 



THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



southern border they flew the Mohammedan 
flag alongside the red, black, and white of their 

own nation 

Civil administrations are now beginning to 
cope with the various problems in the conquered 
territory which press for solution. The unrest 
resulting from over three years of war in which 
native soldiers have been taught to kill white 
men is not likely to be the least of the difficulties 
that the administration will have to face. Ques- 



tions of religion also loom large. Many natives 
have deserted the Cross for the Crescent during 
the war, and the whole subject of mission influ- 
ence and organization will have to be recon- 
sidered. It is of much interest to learn that 
through the agency of the British Mission to the 
Vatican it has been arranged that all the missions 
of the Roman Catholic faith in German East 
Africa will be taken over by missionaries of the 
same religion, but of British origin. 
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The Roots oi Law 

A child gets his ideas of how to act from 
four main sources, which constitute the 
great roots of law in his life. Dr. Luther 
Weigle, writing in the Pilgrim Magazine of 
Religious Education, gives these as habit, 
imitation, authority, and social initiative. 

A child derives his principles of action, 
in the first place, from his own experiences 
and their results. "A burnt child dreads 
the fire." He has learned a natural law and 
derived from it a principle of action, for the 
child is continually re-working his experi- 
ence. 

A child derives principles of action, again, 
from what he observes in the behavior and 
experience of others. Psychologists may de- 
bate over the mechanism of imitation. 
Nevertheless the persons we meet and live 
with are the most real and interesting of ex- 
perience's data. To adapt ourselves to 
them is one of the most immediate of life's 
problems, upon the solution of which our 
well-being largely depends. Little minds 
and bodies are especially plastic to this 
stimulus. 

Authority also has its part to play. No 
wise parent will just let his children alone in 
the midst of natural forces and social expe- 
riences to understand these as best they may. 
The risks are too great, and life is too com- 
plex. He will therefore tell his children 
things that would cost too much were they 
left simply to the teaching of experience; he 
will command when commandment is 



needed, and to misdeeds he will annex pun- 
ishments; only these commands and pun- 
ishments must reflect the real laws of life, 
natural, moral, and social. 

But a child's principles of action are not 
fully his own until they have passed from a 
merely adaptive to an initiative basis, 
namely, to a desire to enter helpfully and 
creatively into the common life of men. 
One becomes really law-abiding, not be- 
cause he must but because he wants to do 
his share and make his contribution to the 
good of the group. Children respond to this 
impulse much more readily than has been 
supposed. Through intentionally seeking 
their co-operation this sense of responsibility 
will find an early development. In this way 
civil law, natural law, and moral law, which 
are too often thought of as merely external 
restraints, will become an abiding inner 
principle of action. 

A City Organized ior Religions 
Education 

There has come to our hands the prospec- 
tus of an exceedingly interesting community 
experiment which already seems to have 
passed the experimental stage and bids fan- 
to serve as a model for other cities which are 
contemplating a similar undertaking. The 
Maiden (Massachusetts) Council of Reli- 
gious Education, organized three years ago, 
"consists of about one hundred citizens who 
are actively interested in the promotion of 
moral and religious education in the city of 



